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Correspondence from Germany 
(From Mathias Hanschko) 

---------- 

Post 107 near Spremberg, May 20, 1912 

 

Worthy Volksblatt Readers in far-away Texas! 

  From reading the “Giddings Deutsches 

Volksblatt” I see that most of its correspondents 

speak of wet weather while it is dry and unusually 

cold here for this time of year. The grass is quite 

short which presents a food shortage for the 

animals but rye looks good: we will also have 

some fruit since the blossoms did not freeze even 

though we had heavy frost on a number of 

mornings. But enough said of that and now 

something about our shooter’s festival, celebrated 

on the third day of Pentecost: about which the 

“Spremberg Gazette” reported thusly on the 29th 

of May: In accordance with ancient custom our 

revered shooter’s festival began yesterday on the 

third holiday. A peculiar poetic air dominates over 

this event and the old and the young anxiously 

await it for some time. In accordance with 

tradition, the festivities commenced early, at 5 

o’clock, with reveille by the grenadier companies. 

In the course of the morning the king’s breakfast 

was served at Kobelt’s concert hall which took 

place in beautiful fashion. The companies 

assembled at 12 o’clock in order to escort last 

year’s bird king, the factory owner Georg Richard, 

to the city hall. The banners were presented upon 

arrival at the market square and paraded in spirited 

formation. Mr. W. Scharret, mayor of the guild, 

brought about a Hail to the Emperor and after 

acceptance of a loud cheer the retreat of the entire 

guild with the two strong formations of grenadier 

and shooter companies commenced to the 

shooter’s lodge in Parma. The shooters were again 

assembled for a meal: toasts were put forth. For his 

50 years of faithful service Mr. Gustav Mueller 

was presented with a declaration in his honor. The 

firing at the birds began at exactly 4 o’clock: the 

shooting proceeded eagerly, however, without any 

significant results. The factory owner Mr. 

Hermann Roemmler had the last hit who, in 

accordance with tradition, was escorted in and who 

then invited guild members to a free drink at the 

city hall. Lively activity developed at the 

fairgrounds and the garden of the shooter’s lodge. 

The city band concerted. The march-in 

commenced at the ninth hour. The public 

participation in the performances of the guild 

presented proof, that the shooter’s festival is what 

it is meant to be; a peoples celebration in the truest 

sense of the word. The shooting continued early 

today and they were able, at this time, to bring 

down the right wing. 

 

Translated by John Buerfeind 
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